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 31st Vegan Camp 2011 INFORMATION PAGE (established 1981) www.vegancamp.co.uk is in DERBYSHIRE (OS Grid Reference approx. SV 003 013) from 6th   – 20st  August situated on Peak Park Vegan Camp Rally Field, Ashbourne Heights Caravan and Camping Site, Fenny Bentley, Ashbourne, Peak District National Park DE6 1LE, Derbyshire.  Telephone for emergency use only: Tel : 01335 350228.  PLEASE DON’T CONTACT THE SITE DIRECTLY FOR BOOKINGS – all communications to be strictly via the committee ***** please.  Please don’t contact site itself except in emergency, contact; Gordon Forrest, 9 Seymour Street, North Shields, Tyneside NE29 6SN; gmforrest@tiscali.co.uk
Ashbourne Heights: Ashbourne Heights Park (Formerly Highfields Park) is located 3 miles north of Ashbourne, situated on the southern tip of the Peak District.  There's a multitude of activities on the park and within the surrounding Derbyshire countryside.  Ashbourne is the southern gateway to the Peak District with a colourful history.  There have been many famous visitors in its past including Charles I and Bonny Prince Charlie.  The surrounding Derbyshire countryside provides breathtaking landscapes, bustling market towns of picture postcard appearance and an outstanding cultural and historical heritage.  Whether you're walking, cycling, swimming, visiting the numerous attractions for young and old or just relaxing, Ashbourne Heights with the Vegan Camp is the place to be in August 2011!   Onsite Facilities include:  On-site shop; open daily 9.00am – 5.00pm.  Indoor heated swimming pool.  Wi-fi (chargeable).  Takeaway - open at weekends throughout the season.  Children’s play area.  Launderette - Open daily 8.00am – 9.30pm with coin operated washing machines, tumble driers and iron with board. Top of FormAround and About Leisure time spent at Ashbourne Heights offers a multitude of activities on the park.  The surrounding Derbyshire countryside provides breathtaking landscapes, like at nearby Dove Dale, or picturesque villages like Tissington.  There is an outstanding cultural and historical heritage.  Nearby are historic properties, a World Heritage Site at Derwent Valley Mills and many more indoor and outdoor activities attractions and locations, to make your stay as energetic or as relaxed as you like.  The 13 mile Tissington Trail, a scenic cycling or walking route running from Ashbourne to Parsley Hay following the old Buxton to Ashbourne railway is in close proximity and was established by the Peak District National Park.  Further afield, the whole of the National Park extends northwards from Ashbourne Heights into beautiful undulating hills and quaint villages to the heights of the Dark Peak and magnificent mountain scenery; it’s a walkers paradise, whatever your ability.  Rambling and cycling through stunning countryside is on offer, without the interference of cars, pollution or noise.  Follow the links and explore this beautiful National Park www.derwentvalleymills.org www.peakdistrict.org www.chatsworth.org www.nationaltrail.co.uk/PennineWay www.derbyshire-peakdistrict.co.uk
  For those who do not want to camp there may still be some luxury self catering holiday lodges available on site - please ask Linda or Dan if interested in an alternative to camping.  Cost of the on-site lodges for 2011 is about £900 for four sharing.  Travelling by train, the nearest station is Derby, 15 miles away.  Requests for lifts from / to the station must accompany booking forms and you need to tell us your arrival time at the station and provide your mobile phone number too.  Please remember to offer the driver at least £10 per station trip.  For other trips within camp a contribution of at least 15p per mile is expected to be offered.  By vehicle –  Ashbourne Heights is 3 miles north of Ashbourne on the A515 towards Buxton.  Pass through the village of Fenny Bentley and the park is located on the left before the railway bridge.
There will be a Vegan Camp shop stall on site.  We may have our mini marquees for wet weather, loaned courtesy of Helen and Keith – thank you folks.  One will be for quiet times and the other for not so quiet, which will be situated as near the loos as possible.  It will also likely maybe have a communal kettle, first aid, fire extinguisher, heater, stove and lamps with an emergency loo tent nearby.  Camping area to our toilet block is approx. 100 m., further away are other facilities.  Responsible dogs on leads at all times are accepted, there will not be a £1 fee charged this year and dogs are required to be kept under strict control at all times – there may be a specific dog walking area & site and vegan camp dog rules strictly do apply.  There’ll be a voluntary itinerary for the fortnight to follow, this year will be popular
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indeed and some Strettles may even be there for the duration again!
For the past 30 summers a group of vegans (& those willing to be vegan for at least the duration of the camp) have met at many venues around the country.  Last year’s camp was in Norfolk, and next year’s, 2012 may be near Penrith, near Ullswater.  Southern France which is being considered for an additional 2011 venue, August 27th to Sept 3rd Saturday to Saturday.  We are a diverse group with ages from babies up to those in their 70’s, singles, couples and families.  Some people come every year.  Some come when we are in their area.  Everyone welcome, but please really read the booking form + revised conditions carefully, especially regarding dogs.  What is consistent is the friendly, helpful and fun atmosphere, which you will find at these camps.  We are able to draw on the many talents and enthusiasm of some of those attending to put on events which in the past have included such things as circus skills workshops, first aid lessons, raw and wild food workshops, rock climbing, surfing, orienteering, meditation, talent shows, yoga etc: we would always welcome new skills or offers and suggestions.  We have many children attending each year and it is an ideal time for them to meet other vegan children and to see that they are not the odd one out.  Children and adults form many friendships at the camp.  People stay for periods from day visits to the full two weeks.  Most stay at the site itself but some stay at nearby accommodation such as chalets, hotels, guesthouses or hostels and visit us during the day.  We usually have between 60 - 110 people come to stay over the 2 week period.  Many of us have been coming for 10 years or many more.  Daniel has attended 29 out of 30 so far.  Russell too!  Zahra has attended every camp bar the last two in Cornwall and Norfolk for her 20 years so far!  We often have communal meals (sometimes with a talent show), sing songs, camp fires (allowed this year) and just general lounge-abouts.  We enjoy going on outings to the beach, walks in the countryside, having picnics, and visiting local places of interest.  People cook for themselves or get together with others.  We expect to have ‘fresh’ savouries and sweet things available on the Tuesdays and Saturdays – there is a food/produce order form sent if you book.  Occasionally Veggies Catering come for a few days.  We have at least two communal meals a week – often  Mondays and Thursdays.  Everyone sharing the communal meal must contribute enough for their unit so that we can all share something we have made with everyone else in the communal tent/area nearby if the weather is nice.  Bring rackets, bikes, toys and kites!  A large part of a delightful field has been reserved for us.  If we have sufficient bookings it will be exclusive.  There’s space, ‘a quieter end’ for those who wish to be farther away from the communal tent and noisier areas.  We do however expect quiet after 11 pm in the communal tent and quiet on the site in general once children are settled for the night.  For your enquiry speak to Daniel or Gordon, not direct to the site; we have special rates (for the camping too); if you enquire directly to the site you will miss out on these.  For tourers there is electric hook-up available along one hedge and must be booked well in advance as it is limited.  Hoping to see you there!              
              BOOK EARLY – Special rates for bookings (you only need to send the deposit to guarantee yourself and your party the cheapest advance rates available, but must be before 14th of February 2011).       
www.vegancamp.co.uk 
