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Family, Couples, Singles and Others ~
established 1981 and held annually till 2010 and beyond
General Organiser; Daniel Sherwood John Strettle,
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Where have we been and where are we going next?
A brief history of 31 years and more of VEGAN CAMP   1981 ~ 2011
1981 ~ TOWYN, GWYNEDD, MID WALES COAST
The first ever Vegan Camp was organised by Lawrence Main, assistant secretary to the Vegan Society, under Kathleen Jannaway.  A venue was picked in south Wales and campers just turned up.  To spot other vegan campers you had to look for evidence that someone else was vegan,… I am told a copy of the Vegetarian or Vegan magazines on display near where you were sitting would suffice.  Further, because of this by chance meeting up system, it is believed not all vegan campers actually met up with all the other campers at this event!  John Strettle, the general organiser for the subsequent 29 years of camp, did not even know the event happened but when he found out that the second camp in 1982 was also due for south Wales he asked the society why not hold one in the North as Wales was too far to travel; he lived in Newcastle!  They replied that he was welcome to organise one in 1983 in the North.
1982 ~ PENDEAN, GOWER PENINSULA, SOUTH WALES

Well, after the inaugural year Lawrence Main was again the organiser for the second camp, again in South Wales as he lived in this part of the U.K.  Quite a few campers re-booked and a part of the camp site at Pendean was reserved for vegan campers so there was no chance of coming and not meeting other vegans!  A couple of weeks before the event Laurence Main dropped out of organising.  The Vegan Society contacted John Strettle and asked him if he would take over organising the camp in Pendean.  Well, John and his family, who were not planning to attend because of the distance, changed their minds!  They loaded up their car with lots of pasties and bread as John thought people would like to be able to get hold of vegan savouries etc. whilst camping and they arrived in Gower, after a 434 mile journey!  On arrival they noticed immediately that only a matter of yards from the camping area was a fairly steep bank which led to the beach and sea below,… quite a hazard especially for youngsters.  This led to a few discussions about the possible suitability of any future camp sites.  Also, the idea of a vegan camp shop had been born, a concept that was to stay and develop year by year.
1983 ~ GOATHLAND, NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS
On their return home from South Wales the previous year John and family went home via Ravenglass and the English Lake District, finding an ideal site at Seascale for the 1983 Vegan Camp.  Arrangements were duly made but sometime during the year Frances Howard contacted John and said that the sea near Seascale was not really safe due to the proximity of Windscale Nuclear reprocessing site and their practise of dumping waste into the sea near there.  Her family and others would not be attending!  So John nipped down to Yorkshire and found a camp site that he thought was suitable and booked everyone in there for the week.  Camps lasted about a week in those days.  Well, well, guess what!  The site John had picked had a battery farm right down near the farmer’s house!  He did apologise to all and a list of preferred attributes of future camp sites was drawn up!  This site was one of the sunniest on record, with 6 days of sunshine.  Only John and his family were left on the last Saturday morning to take down their large frame tent, and the heavens really opened all day!  A visitor to this camp was Freya Dinshah, the secretary of the American Vegan Society.
1984 ~ WELLS-by-the-SEA, NORFOLK

This year’s site was selected by telephone and was pretty flat.  It was flat and council run, avoiding farms of course but had no real drainage.  And it rained, and rained!  It was warm but many had to go out and buy wellies (yes, Wellies for Wells!) and cagoules!  John and family in their tiny Toyota had been coming via Fleetwood where John was bowling in a tournament.  However, his brakes failed going out of Manchester and the AA had to relay them to the site, arriving at about 4 a.m. – everybody noticed.  A great trip on the local narrow guage railway down to the beach was taken by all.
1985 ~ ISLE of ANGLESEY, NORTH WALES COAST This year camp was shared with many sheep who roamed the site at will!  The Howard family could not easily find the site when they arrived after dark, so slept in their landrover that night but found they were stopped just round the corner!  A problem with an island site is that you have to cross to the mainland!  One trip was to a wonderful centre with loads of activities, somewhere in North Wales!
1986 ~ SWANAGE, DORSET

Well, we were really promised sunshine (but did not get it all the time) for this year’s camp by the person who selected it,… none other than Harry Mather himself!  When John arrived he found that our field was adjacent to a herd of cows, who kept us all awake at nights!  Also on arrival it appeared the camp was going to cost quite a lot, so John spent his first three hours sitting in the farmers house re-negotiating the deal, successfully of course!  We had an interesting trip to Swanage castle and saw the area made famous by Enid Blyton’s Famous Five!
1987 ~ BAMBURGH, NORTHUMBERLAND
John finally got his wish for a Northern camp when he found a lovely site which met almost all of the now shortlisted criteria up near Seahouses   I think camp was to last for about ten days now.  Lots of people from all over the U.K and Northern Ireland came all the way to Northumberland, so much for John saying that South Wales was too far to travel!  Our site was also where the regulars used to play football, but this did not cause much of a problem.  We were behind the hill, between the caravan site and the land towards the sea, with a lovely view and of course Holy Island and the Farne Islands nearby.                
1988 ~ GLENRIDDING, ULLSWATER, CUMBRIA

Everyone really wanted to camp in the Lake District but finding a site there that would not only take us in the summer but was suitable for our growing numbers was not easy.  Also of course it had to be away from Windscale nuclear reprocessing site.  However, an ex-farm site near Ullswater fitted the bill.  A youth camp within the main camp was organised this year, including cycling and canoeing and walking.  We all visited a local waterfall, some of us swimming at the foot of it.  We did have a bit of a storm this year when in the morning two out of every three tents on the whole field were flattened by the wind and rain.  That morning a rainbow appeared, which began in our field, if only we had had our spades with us!
1989 ~ NEW ROMNEY, KENT
This year’s site was selected by telephone but as with the changed Lake District venue from 1983 most of us were uncomfortable with the proximity of Romney Power Station.  John only stayed and organised for half of this one as he was part of a sponsored walk and cycle from Land’s End to Altrincham in support of the Vegetarian Society.  However, he thinks he remembers the multi-participatory sports day organised most years by Chris Phillips.                           
1990 ~ BAMBURGH, NORTHUMBERLAND

It proved difficult to find a site anywhere else for 1990,… our list of criteria was becoming quite full with restrictions!  Also John was a little busy this year!  So we returned to Bamburgh for another successful camp.  Northumberland has everything anyway doesn’t it?!  Visits to Chillingham, wild cattle, Bamburgh Castle, Seahouses, the Roman Wall, The Mountain the Cheviot, well really it’s a hill!  By the way, most of the fresh food John brings down to camp each year comes from a bakers in Jesmond, Newcastle, whose main store is in Seahouses!
1991 ~ TOWYN, GWYNEDD, MID WALES COAST
Round about this time the idea of going back to the same site or area previously visited about 10 or 12 years earlier was formulated.  So we looked at Wales and found a site which was almost perfect.  Whilst here in Towyn there happened to be a circus in the town and I remember out of a record 117 people (by 1991) attending the camp only two choose to picket the circus,… most people at camp reckoned they were on holiday and that also meant on holiday from campaigning!  Another memorable site was a giant Suma wagon delivering foodstuffs for us all and this year the vegan camp shop was first to be found in a separate tent of its own courtesy of Helen and Keith Bevan for whom this was their first year and they have not missed since!
1992 ~ COLDINGHAM, BERWICKSHIRE, SCOTLAND

You could tell the organiser lived on Tyneside with yet another camp in the far, real north!  This time over the border into Scotland just past Berwick.  The longest journey for the southerners amongst us yet!  John and family used train and some came by cycle to this event.  A lovely beach not far away, most suitable for diving acvtivities.  Unfortunately this site too small for a second visit in ten years time.
1993 ~ MODBURY, DEVON
This site was a bit of a commercial one and wanted to charge us by the pitch of up to six people.  Consequently singles and couples and families had to be grouped into sixes so we all acquired some cousins and aunties and uncles as well as maybe some in-laws at Modbury!  Oh!  The fun of vegan camping!
1994 ~ SEAMER, SCARBOROUGH, YORKSHIRE

What a site!  Plenty of wasps from a local partly hidden tip!  John had spent two full weekends searching for a Yorkshire site eventually finding this one, supposed to be most suitable he said!  The management actually made us some directional signs and this helped campers find us from now on!  We were pretty close together on this site and this was the first site at which we had a communal tent – which was part of the deal with the site itself.  Situated away from the campers it became a haven for late night discussion and partying!

1995 ~ CAERWYS, FLINTSHIRE, NORTH WALES
This year’s site was on the site of a lovely old caravan site which must have been so beautifully picturesque in its 1960s heyday.  John decided to caravan (hire) this year but of course the rain stayed away, for the whole fortnight!  The campers however were at the top of the site on the exposed hillside!  John had visited this site when on a company business trip in his dad’s BMW!

1996 ~ CREETOWN, DUMFRIES, SCOTLAND

There was a local bakers near here and supplies came from there for the vegan camp shop.  We also around this time had the mobile shop of John and Tina from One World vegan shop in Birmingham come along to help us all to enjoy a greater variety than otherwise.  The people who run this site also had a pub and café and swimming pool within the grounds and they went out of their way to make our stay a great one.  The pub had a vegan menu for the fortnight too.  Unfortunately there was also a fishing lake – something else to add to the list of unwanted facilities.

1997 ~ HOPE, PEAK DISTRICT, DERBYSHIRE
One would have hoped that the organiser, now in his 17th year of choosing sites, would have got it right by now,… however this site had a partly hidden cement works nearby with a little noise and air pollution!  Also your erstwhile organiser brought his business to camp this year and was hardly available to camp or do anything!  Nice meals out in the local health food shop café about a mile away.  Not far from Edale and Sheffield, a lovely part of the Derbyshire countryside.
1998 ~ HORTON, GOWER PENINSULA, SOUTH WALES

Back to South Wales and now our numbers of regulars and new people had really grown so previously visited sites were too small.  This one had vegan chips and a swimming pool however!  A nice site on the side of a hill, but ok weather for a change.
1999 ~ HALVASSO, PENRYN, CORNWALL (Solar Eclipse)

Knowing this year would be a busy year in Cornwall thanks to the sun, John had been here in three years earlier and found a suitable site.  The best part of Britain to see this once in a lifetime event was going to be Cornwall for 100% coverage, yes we all needed and wore our blackout glasses.  However, when that site realised they could make more money out of others they cancelled our booking and left us searching for a replacement site.  Somehow John or someone came across a drama company called Swamp Circus.  They had some land at Penryn and were developing a camp site.  Many of us became financially involved in supporting their project.  All was promised to be ready and looked like it was until we arrived to find the toilets being dug out (holes in the earth) and only one shower in an old caravan.  Some stayed, some left and claimed against us.  A really nice camp, the eclipse visible from nearby and lovely natural showers rigged up by Tony Martin.  But a great big let down and nearly a killer blow for Vegan Camp.  We are still learning!

 2000 ~ SNETTISHAM, HUNSTANTON, NORFOLK

Famous for Chris Phillips Vegan Camp Mastermind Quiz in the sunshine this site was quite popular.  John and family came by train and bike!  We had a great trip to a museum of fairgrounds and music machines.  Nice weather too!
2001 ~ PORTHMADOG, SNOWDONIA, WALES
Right on the beach, John remembers a very young Alexander not liking the waves as they nearly washed him away!  He did fall over on the way up Mount Snowdon and ended up in casualty.  Sand dunes galore and the friendly and welcoming Veggies mobile vegan burger unit on site too!
2002 ~ POOLEY BRIDGE, ULLSWATER, CUMBRIA

So we are back in the Lake District, about ten years since, maybe more.  John found a site on the opposite side to Ravenglass and Windscale, here near Penrith.  You can not stop the fishermen on the lake side, nor can you stop the townies from Leeds, Liverpool and Newcastle from bringing city life to the country!  We were put to camp on the field that they used as a football field usually in the summer, unless there were rallies in attendance like us.  So the regular campers did not like us here.  There were other parts of this site which were suitable too but hindsight is a wonderful thing isn’t it?!

2003 ~ LYME REGIS, DORSET
A wonderful but small site in this delightful area.  John came all the way down here for three days!  But he did collect £70 owed to him by a post office in St Ives since he was last there in 1999! 
2004 ~ LONGHORSLEY, NORTHUMBERLAND

Well, Northumberland had previously been visited twice and now in our 24th year we are there again.  Did you go to the Strettle’s garden party where Bob Cramp tried to do a Uri Geller on one of the best canteen of cutlery forks?!  But most will remember 2004 as the summer when caravans and cars were swept off the coastline of Cornwall in the wake of a hurricane blowing across the pond.  Its effects were felt all over Britain, Vegan Camp having more than its fair share of torrential rain, rivers appearing on the field, sweeping away Terry and Laurie Barkers tent.  Seven days of downpour interspersed with four days of sunburn and three days of cloudy wind.  What a fortnight!
2005 ~ CARDINGTON, CHURCH STRETTON, SHROPSHIRE
After the trials of last year’s weather this camp was a gentle relief.  A beautiful view of the Mendips and all round picture postcard countryside greeted us.
2006 ~ Isle of Whithorn, Dumfriesshire, ScotlaND

finding this site was great fun, but took the absolute whole of a weekend.  John had a shortlist of six sites to visit and by telephone and by guidebook they all looked suitable.  He did of course live in Newcastle, as ever, and had a three hour trip to the area anyway.  One by one the sites were eliminated – too close to a motorway, too small, etc. etc.  Eventually late on the Sunday he arrived at the Isle of Whithorn, not an island but a peninsula!  And right at the end of it, three hours past Carlisle, he found what he considered (and still does so by the way!) the best site ever!  So here we stayed.  Yes it was in the middle of nowhere but John needed somewhere to go off on lone runs this year,… Shades of Ronnie Barker and Ronnie Corbett with Open all Hours when Terry and John both had their respective shops open at the same time.  Lovely on site activities and pub with entertainment, but all needed as really we were in the middle of nowhere!
2007 ~ Abercrawe, Neath, Swansea, Wales
A wonderful site with indoor accommodation too and close to the hills and valleys of this beautiful part of south Wales, our fourth visit to the area.  John popped into Tescos on the way here and found a great tent in their bargain rail, £90 for a six berth mammoth,… just great till he put it up and found one of the doors had a broken zip.  Still, what is one to do,… so he left it up for a fortnight, took it down, roughly bundled it up and took it back and complained; no problem sir, £90 refund!  A car boot sale was held on our field each Sunday, saving us having to drive to find one!
2008 ~ Austwick, Settle, North Yorkshire
Now then, on one of his many trips around the country John found this delightful site near Ingleborough, a mountain most of us climbed.  We also found the Royal Oak in Settle, where they catered for us wonderfully on two occasions.  Plenty of indoor accommodation, probably also an ideal venue for an NEVG event, this centre had a lovely flat field, indoor accommodation and meeting space and a bar of its own.
2009 ~ rEJERRAH, nEWQUAY, Cornwall
To find a site in Cornwall takes a lot, in fact it took two car loads and a very long weekend from Tyneside to Chichester and then to St Ives searching for suitable sites from shortlists as per usual.  We found the Monkey Tree site, all seemed fine and we agreed to book it.  But of course we were well in advance, And in the meantime they built on a mini animal farm and a wild bird centre two things which had not, as yet, been specifically added to the list of no go activities for future vegan camp sites.  This threatened to cause disaster for Camp, with people saying and actually not attending because of it.  So much for Cornwall, what with 1999 similarly!  So much are we bothered that Cornwall is now officially off the list!  But we had another successful camp and the sun even shone for our visit in the rain to Lands End.   
2010 ~ SNETTISHAM, HUNSTANTON, NORFOLK – our thirtieth consecutive event!
Yes, folks, true to our ten year cycle we are back at Snettisham, same site, same owners, and many of the people coming have been there before, but new faces always most welcome.  www.vegancamp.co.uk 

2011 was to be Porthmadog, Snowdonia, Wales (from 2001) is too small a site for us now, we have now found a site at ASHBOURNE, DERBYSHIRE which is most suitable and which brings Derbyshire back onto the programme, not visited since 1997 in Hope.  Plans to have a camp in southern France maybe from 27th August 2011 for a week are in development.  So campers can go to either event or both, each for as long as they like.
2012 ~ Pooley Bridge, Ullswater, Penrith  we shall be back there, this time camping in a different are of the same site.
2013 ~ was to be Lyme Regis, DorseT but an alternative site further south than north is sought as this one is too small now for our growing numbers.
2014 ~ Longhorsley, Northumberland (from 2004) – now likely to be in Yorkshire this year, at a site we have not been to before.  Changing venue from Northumberland sue to the success of the North East Vegan Gathering at Eastertime, held in Morpeth, near Longhorsley.  However, now that this event has ceased, there is again a chance that Northumberland will reappear on the schedule.  Any suggestions for anywhere are most welcome.  List of camp criteria available on request.
2015 ~ new venue sought for this year, further south than north
2016 ~ Isle of Whithorn, Dumfriesshire, ScotlaND, revisit

2017 ~ Abercrawe, Neath, Swansea, Wales, revisit

2018 ~ Austwick, Settle, North Yorkshire, revisit

2019 ~ new South West site required, not as far as Cornwall, however, has been determined already, maybe Dorset or Somerset?

2020 ~ SNETTISHAM, HUNSTANTON, NORFOLK _ REVISIT for our fortieth consecutive event!
2021 ~ ASHBOURNE, DERBYSHIRE – revisit
2022 ~ Pooley Bridge, Ullswater, Penrith – revisit

2023 ~ TBA – further south than north

2024 ~ Likely Longhorsley Northumberland, or Yorkshire

2025 ~ TBA – further south than north

2026 ~ Isle of Whithorn, Dumfriesshire, ScotlaND, revisit

2027 ~ Abercrawe, Neath, Swansea, Wales, revisit

2028 ~ Austwick, Settle, North Yorkshire, revisit

2029 ~ TBA – maybe south west

2030 ~ SNETTISHAM, HUNSTANTON, NORFOLK _ REVISIT for our fiftieth consecutive event!
