Vegan Camp Holidays

www.vegancamp.co.uk
Past (since 1981) and Present (2009-Cornwall)
Like a lot of people, we’d heard about Vegan Camp quite some time before we actually decided to go.  Our first attendance was 1n July 1991 when the camp was at Towyn, Wales.  We went with our two children, by then 19 and 16, and were the first to arrive at the site, on the Saturday.

Basically it was just a field with some facilities.  We pitched our tent and waited for others to arrive.  No-one did – but we were asked to sign for a delivery of crates of baked goods, which then sat in the middle of the field awaiting the organiser, John Strettle.  As it began to get dark, with still no sign of John, we thought we had better get it under cover for the night – reasoning that when he did finally arrive his first task would have to be to put up his own tent.  Fortunately we had brought with us the awning from the old VW caravanette that we’d had when the children were small, which we had made free-standing with some spare tent poles.  We put the crates in that and put a windshield across the front – and thus was born ‘the shop’.  Previously John had put up some extra small tents and had operated the shop out of them – and until then he had had no help from anyone else doing so!  

That year, 1991, there was an influx of new people, many of whom were only too willing to help, and who, like us, came every year thereafter for many years, and with whom we became firm friends.

We later came to know John (now known as Daniel) very well.  He is an extremely good organizer and negotiator, but is not so hot on punctuality – we were soon referring to ‘Strettle time’, meaning it’ll happen eventually, but just not on time!   He had been organizing the Vegan Camps since the second one back in 1982.  The first one was organized by Frances Howard, and her family have been amongst the most frequent campers ever since.
What we like so much about the camp is not only the fact that everyone on site is vegan, (if only on site), and that it takes us to various parts of this beautiful country, but also the lovely warmth of the people; the wonderful mixture of young and old, families, couples & singles; the interesting conversations to be had with intelligent people who have, almost without exception, learnt to think for themselves, and have the strength to live their lives according to their beliefs, yet the tolerance to accept others as they find them; and the great sense of fun and camaraderie that pervades the camp.  The majority of campers, even the older children, are always willing to help, if necessary, but don’t intrude.  The children, especially, love it as they get a freedom that must be rare these days, and meet and make friends with other vegan children, whereas at home they may be the only ones - new friends that they can see year after year, and keep in touch with in-between.  
Obviously camping won’t be everyone’s cup of tea, even for some of those that attend – there are a growing number who prefer to stay at local B & Bs, guest houses, caravans or hostels and be day visitors to camp, but for those who come they find themselves almost instantly amongst friends, even if they have never met anyone there before.  Nowadays we try to find sites that have on-site accommodation, or at least nearby.  It’s no easy task to please so many tastes – some want peace and quiet, some prefer the night-life, some want beaches, some the countryside, some have limited funds, some want on-site bars, entertainment etc, (which makes them more expensive sites), some need easy access to public transport … Which means each camp varies so that most tastes are satisfied if not one year, then another.

At last year’s camp (2008) in the Yorkshire Dales we had many new faces come, all of which seemed very pleased with what they found, and most of whom say they will come this year to Cornwall.  One family came in a caravan booked only for the first weekend, but their children loved it so much that father went back to work for the week and collected them all the following weekend!  Another couple only found us when searching the ‘net for somewhere vegan-friendly to stay en route from Pembrokeshire to the Lake District, but came overnight and promised to come next year.  We also had many familiar faces, and it’s always lovely to renew their acquaintance.

As usual, at this camp we had many communal meals - where each unit prepares enough food for themselves then brings it to share with others in the two marquees provided by two of our campers.  We also had 3 meals out at local restaurants who had been persuaded by Daniel to cater for a large party of vegans – 38 a-piece at the first two meals, The Hart’s Head at Giggleswick, and The Royal Oak at Settle.

Do join us at this year’s camp, which will be near Newquay and Perranporth, Cornwall, August 1st – 15th 2009.   Also, check our our own campsite 
www.vegancamp.co.uk 
Information, costs and booking forms are available from Gordon at gmforrest@tiscali.co.uk 
E-mail Daniel danielsherwoodjohnstrettle@yahoo.co.uk for all caravan, campsite and booking enquiries.
Please do not contact the site themselves as all bookings are organised centrally by Daniel and Gordon and the vegan camp committee but you are most welcome to check out their website at www.monkeytreeholidaypark.co.uk
Also check out the photos of previous camps and ask questions of campers on http://groups.yahoo.com/group/vegancampuk/ 




Helen Bevan

